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AN  APPENDIX, 

Containing  brief  remarks  on  a  fpecies  <f 
Opht balmy ,  which  is  ufually  accompanied 
with  much  debility ;  together  with  the 
defcription  of  a  cafe  of  this  kind \  which 
was  cured  by  a  fumigation  of  Eye  bright  and 
Plantain  deawes. 

IN  a  note,  page  52,  I  have  faid,  that c<  ia 
“  thofe  inftances  of  the  Ophthalmy,  ia 
which  there  has  appeared  to  be  a  confide- 
€€  rable  torpor  in  the  veffels  of  the  Tunica 
4 5  Conjunftiva,  I  have  known  a  fumigation 
of  Eyeb  right,  mixed  fometknes  with  one 
46  fourth  part  of  Tobacco,  to  afford  very 
AC  manifeft  relief/5  On  the  fubjedl  of  fuch 
cafes  I  beg  leave  to  explain  my  meaning 
fomewhat  further  in  this  place.  And  I 
would  firft  obferve  that  not  with  {landing  the 

o 

Ophthalmy  is  in  general  an  inflammatory 
diforder,  and  is  often  accompanied  with  an 
increafed  addon  in  the  vafcular  fyftem,  yet, 
much  oftener  than  is  commonly  fuppofed. 
It  is  connected  with  debility  in  the  habit,  and 
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in  particular*  with  a  relaxation  of  thofe  veffels 
that  appertain  to  the  difeafed  eye.  For  thefe 
reafons,  it  will  be  found*  in  the  preceding 
remarks,  that  when  the  lofs  of  blood  has  been 
thought  neceffary,  X  have  ufually  preferred 
bleeding  in  {mail  quantities  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  cf  the  eye,  to  that  by  venefedtion 
in  the  arm  ;  and  that  I  have  endeavoured  to 
combine  the  ufe  of  tonics  with  antiphlo- 
fifties  in  the  medicines  that  have  been  inter¬ 
nally  adminiftered,  and  of  fedatives  with 
ftimulants  in  the  applications  that  were  made 
to  the  part  affedted. 

X  beg  leave  to  add  alfo,  agreeably  to  a  re¬ 
mark  which  has  before  been  made,  that  in 
many  inftances  of  the  Ophthalmy  in  which 

i 

there  has  been  an  exacerbation  of  the  pain, 
and  other  fymptoms,  during  the  night,  and 

in  thofe  where  there  have  been  eruptions  on 
the  fkin,  and  other  marks  of  a  prevalent 
humour  in  the  habit,  (not  to  mention  thofp 
that  are  connedled  with,  or  qonfequent  upon, 
the  ufual  fymptoms  of  the  venereal  difeafe,) 
the  adminiftration  of  Mercury  in  final!  dofes, 
in  particular,  cf  the  Hydrargyrus  Mq^ 

riatus! 


riatus,  has  been  found  to  be  highly  effica¬ 
cious,  In  a  few  inftances,  alfo,  where  there 
have  been  confiderable  opacities  in  the  Cor- 
nea,  and  in  fame,  where  the  opacity  has  been 

i 

evidently  fituated  in  the  capfule  of  the 
cryftalline  humour,  I  have  feen,  after  the 
acute  inflammatory  fymptoms  have  been  fub- 
dued,  that  mercurial  remedies  have  been  ad- 


miniftered  with  advantage. 

But,  true  as  this  is,  it  fliould  be  remem¬ 
bered,  that  there  is  a  difeafe  of  the  eye,  whole 
fymptoms  in  many  refpedts  bear  a  refem- 
blance  to  thofe  I  have  laffc  mentioned,  but  in 
which  the  adminiftration  of  Mercury,  after 
repeated  trials,  has  been  found  to  be  evidently 
Injurious,  This  i$  a  difeafe  which  happily 
does  notfrequently  occur,  I  have  feen  it,  how¬ 
ever,  fufficiently  often  to  be  much  alarmed 
when  it  Comes  under  my  notice.  I  fhall 
therefore  endeavour  to  give  the  reader  the  beft 
defcription  I  am  able  both  of  its  firfl:  fymp¬ 
toms  and  progrefs ;  and  I  have  pleafure 
in  being  able  to  add  the  hiftory  of  one  cafe 
which  received  a  compleat  cure. ' 
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A  greater  or  lefs  degree  of  the  Ophthal my 
fbmetimes  precedes  the  other  fymptoms  | 
bat  more  commonly  a  confufion  in  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  objects  is  perceived  by  the  patient* 
before  there  is  any  vifible  inflammation  in  the 
Tunica  Conjundliva ;  and  when  this  con- 
fa  fion  has  arifen  to  fo  great  a  degree  as  to  in¬ 
duce  the  patient  to  apply  for  medical  af- 
fiftance,  the  pupil  is  found  to  have  loft  the 
power  of  dilating  and  contradling,  and 
conftantly  to  retain  the  fize  which,  when 
in  health,  it  u  fa  ally  has  in  a  moderate  degree 
of  light.  Shortly  after  this  time  a  flight 
opacity  becomes  perceptible  in  this  aperture  $ 
but  the  opacity,  confldered  alone,  is  infuf- 
ficient  to  account  for  the  cloudinefs  and  con¬ 
fufion  that  embarrafs  the  patient’s  fight  ;  and 
fometimes  it  is  of  fo  obfeure  a  kind  that  it 
is  difficult  to  determine  whether  it  be  in  the 
Cryftalline,  or  Cornea,  or  in  that  portion  of 
the  aqueous  humour  that  occupies  the  fpace 
between  thefe  parts.  In  this  period  of  the 

diforder,  and,  as  has  been  obferved  above, 

*  ; 

occafionally  fooner,  a  number  of  veflels  in  the 
Tunica  Conjundtiva  become  enlarged.  The 

accefs 


accefs  of  light  rarely  gives  pain  to  the  eye  5 
although  in  general  the  patient  appears  to 
avoid  it,  his  light  being  leaf!  affedted  when 
the  eye  is  in  the  (hade,  and  when  the  objedt 
he  looks  at  is  well  illuminated.  In  procefs 
of  time,  if  the  progrefs  of  the  diforder  be  not 
checked,  the  colour  of  the  Iris  becomes 
greenifh,  and  an  adhefion  is  formed  be¬ 
tween  this  tunic  and  the  anterior  portion 
of  the  capfule  of  the  cryftalline  humour.  In 
confequence  of  this,  the  round  figure  of  the 
pupil  is  loll ;  its  edges  become  jagged  and 
irregular:  and,  at  length,  the  capfule  of 

O  J  i 

the  cryftalline  appears  white,  and  the 
fight  is  totally  and  irrecoverably  deftroyed. 

Such  is  the  defcription  of  a  diforder, 
which,  though  not  common,  occurs  too  fre¬ 
quently.  to  be  a  matter  of  indifference.  Thofe 
who  are  far  advanced  in  life  feem  more  fob- 
jedt  to  it  than  others  who  are  younger;  and 
not  with  (binding  I  have  feen  it  in  perfons, 
who,  in  other  refpedls,  have  enjoyed  per- 
fedt  health,  it  happens  more  frequently  in 
thofe  who  have  experienced  much  anxiety 
and  vexation. 

B  3 
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For  the  relief  of  it,  I  have  not  only  tried* 
in  its  different  ftages,  a  great  variety  of 
remedies;  but  I  have  received  information  of 
many  that  have  been  prefcribed  by  other  fur- 
geons.  Mercurial  medicines,  and  all  that  have 
a  tendency  to  debilitate  the  (yftem,  have  ap¬ 
peared  to  me  to  make  the  diforder  worfe. 
My  principal  dependence  has  hitherto  been 
on  the  application  of  mild  ftimuli  to  the 
eye ;  to  which  when  the  conftitution  has  been 
weakened  either  by  anxiety,  or  by  any  other 
caufe,  I  have  ufually  joined  the  adminiftration 
of  internal  tonics.  Eledtricity,  in  a  few  in  (lan¬ 
ces,  has  been  thought  to  afford  benefit ;  but  I 
have  had  lefs  experience  of  its  efficacy  in  this, 
than  in  feme  other  diforders  to  which  the 
eye  is  fubjedl.  The  application  of  ./Ether, 
when  mixed  with  a  weak  folution  of  Hydrar- 
gyrus  Muriatus,,  has  fometimes  appeared  to 
me  to  be  decidedly  ufeful. 

In  the  in  (lance  of  an  elderly  lady,  who 
had  wholly  left  the  fight  of  one  eye  fome 
years  prior  to  the  time  of  my  being  confulted* 
and  in  a  way  (imilar  to  that  which  is  above 
mentioned,  (the  pupil  being  contradted  and 
irregular,  and  the  capfule  of  the  cryftalline 
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humour  being  evidently  opaque*  and  adhefent 
to  the  Iris,  J  and  whofe  other  eye  began  then  to 
be  affedted  inafimilar  manner,  (her  fight  with 
it  being  very  confufed,  andmifty,  andthepupil 
retaining  only  a  fmall  degree  of  its  contradtile 
power,)  the  application  of  a  lotion,  compofed 
after  the  following  prefcription,  very  fpeedily 
difiipated  the  mi  ft,  and  in  a  fhort  time  enabled 
her,  with  help  of  the  glafifes  fire  ufually  wore, 
to  read  a  common  newfpaper.  Three 
years  have  now  elapfed  fince  the  time  that 
this  remedy  was  firft  ufed  ;  and,  between 
that  period  and  the  prefent,  the  lady  has 
repeatedly  been  under  the  neceflity  of  re- 
forting  to  a  fimilar  lotion,  and  always  with 
equal  fuccefs. 

R  Hydrargyri  Muriati  gr.  j» 

Solve  in  Acidi  Muriatici  gutt.  x* 

Tunc  adde  Aquae  Diftillatse  |fs* 

R  Hujus  folutionis  gut.  xv. 
iEther  gj. 

Aquae  Rofie  ^vij. 

m.  f.  Lotio  ;  et  applicetur  paululum  ad  oculos, 
ope  penicilli,  cito  poll  liquoris  agitationeo)* 
his  vel  ter  in  die,, 


But  the  cafe  to  which  I  beg  leave  partial 
lady  to  diredt  the  attention  of  the  reader,  is 
that which  I  now  proceed  to  defcribe.  The 
blindnefs  was  here  fo  far  advanced,  and  the 
fuccefs  which  attended  the  treatment  that 
was  adopted,,  fo  far  exceeded  the  expectations 
that  were  formed,  either  by  the  gentlemen 
who  attended  the  lady  with  me,  or  by  rnyfelf,, 
that  I  am  induced  to  relate  the  circumftances 
which  accompanied  it  with  fome  minutenefs. 

A  lady  about  fifty  five  years  of  age,  in  the 
year  1.787,  was  attacked  with  a  fevere  pain  in 
the  head,  for  which,:  after  having  ufed  a 
variety  of  remedies  without  fuccefs,  fhe  was 
recommended  to  try  theeffefts  of  fea  air  and 
fea  bathing.  But  fhe  had  not  been  many 
days  on  the  fea  coaft,  before  an  inflammation 
began  in  both  her  eyes ;  and  this  rapidly  in~ 
creafing,  fhe  fo  on  returned  to  London  for  the 
aid  of  medical  advice.  She  was  here  con¬ 
fined  to  a  dark  room  feveral  weeks ;  and  when 
the  inflammation  abated,  fhe  was  diftrefled 
by  the  imaginary  appearance  of  a  considerable, 
number  of  black  moats  or  marks,  (ufually 
called  mufcse  voliiantes,)  which  conftantly^ 

moved> 
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moved  before  her  eyes  .  In  about  fix  weefe 
the  inflammation'  was  fubdued,  and  the  lady 
Recovered  her  ufual  fight ;  but  the  mufcae- 
volitantes  remained,  and  were  particularly 
troublefome  when  the  light  was  ftrong; 
She  fu  fibred  no  other  inconvenience,  however, 
from  her  eyes  until  the  year  1793  y  when 
the  left  eye  became  again  inflamed,  but  with¬ 
out  giving  her  pain  y  and,  in  addition  to 
the  appearances  above  defcribed,  the  fight 
of  this  eye  became  obfcured  with  a  thick 
rnift.  With  a  view  to  remove  the  inflam¬ 
mation  fiie  was  bled  with  leeches  on  the 
temple,  had  a  biifter  applied  to  her  back, 
and  took  fame  ftrongly  purgative  medicines  | 
after  which,  by  the  advice  of  a  gentleman 
of  eminence  m  the  profeflion,  fhe  began  to 
take  a  folutioh  of  the  Hydrargyrus  Moriatus, 
(which  was  given  her  once  or  twice  every 
day,)  and  to  make  ufe  of  a  yellow  fn uff, 
which'  appears  to  me  to  have  contained  a 
eonfiderable  proportion  of  the  Hydrargyrus 
Vitriolatus.  At  the  fame  time  a  variety  of 
lotions  were  applied  in  fhcceflion  to  the  eyes 
themfelves*  Thefe  remedies  were  fteadily  ’ 

2  continued 
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continued  fevcral  weeks  ;  but  under  the  ufe 
of  them,  the  dimnefs  in  the  fight  of  the 
left  eye  greatly  increafed,  and  at  length  the 
patient  was  unable  to  diftinguifh  with  it  any 
objedl  whatever.  The  light  of  the  right 
eye,  which  had  hitherto  continued  good,  with 
the  exception  of  the  mufcx  volitantes,  began 
now  to  be  affe&ed,  precilely  in  the  fame 
manner  in  which  the  other  eye  had  been  hrft 
attacked.  In  this  period  of  the  diforder, 
I  was  firft  deiired  to  vifit  the  lady ;  and  I 
met,  in  confultation.  Dr.  Grieve  of  Norfolk 
Street,  and  Mr.  Thomfon,  Surgeon  at  Wood¬ 
ford.  Many  of  the  blood  veffels  of  both  eyes, 
and  particularly  of  the  left,  were  at  this  time 
much  enlarged ;  but  the  appearance  they 
made  was  very  different  from  that  of  a  com¬ 
mon  Qphthalmy,  the  eyelids  a&  well  as  the 
eyes  having  a  peculiarly  dry  but  relaxed  look, 
and  both  being  wholly  free  from  pain.  The 
left  Cornea  had  a  deeply  opaque  fpot  in  its 
inferior  part,  and  a  dullnefs  over  its  whole 
extent ;  but  the  greater  part  of  the  pupil  was 
perfectly  vifible,  and  the  dullnefs  in  its  ap-i 
pearance  was  inefficient  to  account  for  the 

total 
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total  lofs  of  fight  in  this  eye.  The  right 
Cornea  had  a  fimilar  dull  look,  but  there  was 
no  defined  opacity  on  one  part  more  than  on 
another.  Both  pupils  were  of  the  fize  which 
they  ufually  have  in  a  moderate  light*  and  did 
not  retain  the  fmalleft  degree  of  power  to 
dilate  or  contradi.  The  near  profpeii  of 
total  biindnefs  had  not  only  much  hurt  the 
lady's  fpirits*  but*  joined  with  the  weakening 
power  of  the  medicines  ihe  had  taken,  had 
produced  a  confiderable  degree  of  gene- 
neral  debility.  Strengthening  remedies  *  were 
adminiftered  internally  ;and  a  lotion  compofed 
of  ./Ether  and  a  weak  folution  of  Hydrargyrus 
Muriatus*  agreeably  to  the  prefcription  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  foregoing  cafe  was  recom¬ 
mended  to  be  applied  to  both  the  eyes*  three 
or  four  times  everyday.  Thefe,  medicines 
however,  producing  no  fenfible  amendment 
were  in  a  Ihort  time  wholly  omitted  ;  and* 

,  _ 

*  Among  other  medicines  ot  this  clafs  Che  took  the  Ex- 
tra&um  Pulfatilke,  vel  Anemonis  Pratenfis  of  Linnaeus,  by 
the  particular  recommendation  of  Dr,  Grieve,  T  his  gentle¬ 
man  had  a  high  opinion  of  its  efficacy  in  cafes  of  general 
weaknefs,  and  efpecially  inthofewhercm  the  fight  was  af- 
fe£ted.  In  the  prefientinftance,  although  it  did  no  good  to  the 
eyes,  it  feemed  to  increafe  the  patient's  ftrength  and  fpirits* 


i  i 
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in  their  ftead,  the  ufe  of  a  fume,  produced 
by  burning:  a  mixture  of  three  parts  of 
the  herb  Eyebright,  and  one  part  of  Plantain 
leaves  was  adopted.  It  was  applied  about 
five  minutes  daily  to  each  eye,  by  means 
of  a  machine  *  feme  what  fimilar  to  that 
with  which  the  fume  of  Tobacco  is  injedled 
in  diforders  of  the  prims  vis.  Internal  medi¬ 
cines  of  all  kinds  were  omitted,  during  its 
ufe,  except  a  cup  full  of  the  infufion  of  Eye- 
bright,  which  the  patient  drank  every  morning 
failing.  For  a  fhort  time,  a  fmall  proportion  of 
Tobacco  was  mixed  with  the  Eyebright  and 
Plantain  $  but  the  Tobacco  was  foon  left  out, 
being  found  toftimulate  the  eyes  too  power¬ 
fully*  The  immediate  effedl  produced  by  the 
fumigation  on  the  eye  was  that  of  a  mild  fti- 
mulus,  by  which  means  was  excited,  fora  fhort 
time,  aconfiderahle  flow  of  tears ;  but  thefe 
foon  ceafed,  and  the  eye  always  felt  afterwards 
both  lighter  and  eaiier.  It  was  fteadily  con¬ 
tinued  two  months  before  any  confiderable 

amendment 

*  A  fumigating  machine,  fimilar  to  that  which  wasufed 
in  the  prefent  inftance,  may  be  procured  from  Mr.  Pepys, 
Surgeon’s  Inftrument  maker,  in  the  Poultry. 
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amendment  took  place  in  the  patient's  fight:* 
The  eye,  laft  attacked,  was  the  firfi:  to  ex¬ 
perience  a  favourable  change  $  and  in  about 
four  months  (he  diftinguifhed  with  it  large 
letters.  Eight  months  elapfed  before  the 
left  eye  began  to  fee  at  ail  ;  but  in  twelve, 
without  any  alteration  in  the  mode  of  treat¬ 
ment,  this,  like  the  other,  recovered  itsperfedt 
fight.  The  rednefs  of  the  Tunica  Con- 
jundtiva  had  now  wholly  fubfided ;  both  the 
pupils  were  become  clear ;  and  their  power 
to  dilate  and  contradt  in  different  degrees  of 
light  returned  to  the  ftate  in  which  they 
pfually  are  when  the  eyes  are  quite  welh 
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Note  i  ft  Page  24. 

On  the  Ophthalmy  occajioned  either  by  warts,  or 
by  tumours  of  other  kinds,  Jituated  upon ,  or 
within ,  the  eyelids . 

THE  Ophthalmy  maybe  occafioned  not  only  by  extra¬ 
neous  particles  infinuated  under  the  eyelids,  but  by 
warts,  or  by  tumours  of  any  other  kind,  fituated  upon,  or 
near,  their  edges.  Thefe,  when  the  lids  are  (hut,  prefting  un¬ 
equally  againft  the  edges  of  the  oppofite  lid,  keep  up  a  conftant 
irritation  of  the  eye;  and  this  irritation  can  only  be  cured  by 
compleatly  removing  the  tumours  that  occafion  it.  Children 
are  more  fubjedt  to  an  Ophthalmy  from  this  caufe  than 
perfons  further  advanced  in  life  ;  and  from  them  I  have 
fometimes  had  occafion  to  remove  five  or  fix  of  different 
fizes,  chiefly  encyfted  They  are  ufually  fituated,  as  has 
juft  been  obferved,  near  the  edges  of  the  eyelids.  I  have» 
however,  feen  hard  tumours  of  different  kinds  within  the 
lids  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  their  edges ;  in  which 
latter  cafe,  as  well  as  in  the  former,  their  compleat  removal 
is  the  only  mode  by  which  a  cure  of  the  Ophthalmy  can  be 
pbtained.  Chalk  ftones  alfo  have  occafionally  been  formed 
within  the  lids,  and  have  produced  violent  and  painful 
inflammations  of  the  whole  eye.  A  remarkable  inftance  of 
this  kind  came  under  my  care  a  fhort  time  ago.  A  cler¬ 
gyman,  who  had  had  repeated  fits  of  the  Gout,  was  attacked 
fyith  an  inflammation  of  the  right  eye.  Under  the  idea  of 


fencing  a  gouty complaint,  it  was  left  feveral  days,  without 
any  thing  being  done  for  it.  The  pain,  however,  became  at 
length  To  configurable,  that  it  was  thought  neceffary  to  have 
jecourfe  to  local  bleeding  by  leeches,  and  to  apply  various 
anodyne  remedies.  As  thefe  afforded  no. fort  of  benefit,  I 
was  de fired  to  vifit  the  patient.  Although  the  inflam¬ 
mation  at  this  time  was  confiderable  over  the  whole  eye^ 
It  was  greater  on  the  fide  next  the  temple  than  on  that 
next  the  nofe.  The  patient  informed  me  that  he  was  quite 
•cafy  whilfi  the  eye  was  Till  ;  but  that  every  motion  either 
of  the  eye  or  of  the  eyelids  occafioned  extreme  pain.  From 
tigs  remark  I  was  induced  to  fufpeCl  that  there  was  fome 
preceding  fubflance  on  one  or  other  of  thefe  parts;  and  on 
turning  the  infide  of  the  lid  outward,  in  the  way  recom¬ 
mended  Page  23.*  the  caufe  of  the  malady  was  in- 
flantly  perceived.  At  the  diftance  of  nearly  half  an  inch 
from  the  edge  of  the  lid,  a  little  more  inclined  to  the  temple 
than  to  the  nofe,  a  white  hard  fiibfhnce  was  fixed  in  the 
Conjunctiva  that  lined  the  lid,  about  twdee  the  fize  of  the 
head  of  a  pin,  and  exactly  refembling  a  common 
<halk  ftone.  It  was  removed  with  great  facility  with 
the  point  of  a  lancet ;  inftantly  after  which  the  patient 
became  eafy,  and  in  three  days  the  Ophthalmy  was  entirely 
Aired, 
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Note  2,  Page  30, 

On  the  fimilitude  between  the  purulent  Oph~ 
thalmy  in  adults  ,  and  the  purulent  eyes  of 
new  born  children * 

The  difcharge  which  iflues  from  the  eyes  of  ipfapt§  m 
the  diforder  diftinguifhed  by  the  denomination  of  The  pu~ 
rulent  eyes  of  new  born  children,  which  will  be  confidered  iq. 
the  fequel  of  this  work,  is  not  unlike  to  that  which  come# 
from  the’ eyes  of  adults,  in  the  cafes  to  which  a  reference 
is  made  in  the  -preceding  paragraph,  hee  the  5th,  i^th^ 
and  three  following  cafes. 

Note  3,  Page  36, 

On  opening  the  angular  vein,  as  an  occajmud 

means  of  cure  fn  a  violent  Ophthalmy  ? 

!** 

Eight  or  ten  ounces  of  blood  may  fome-times  be  taken, 
away  by  opening  the  vein  that  paffes  on  the  fide  of  the 
4iofe,  near  the  inner  angle  of  the  eyelids  ;  and  when  the  inf¬ 
lammation  of  the  eye  has  been  eonfiderable,  this  operatioq 
has  not  infrequently  afforded  very  cGnfiderahle  relief. 

Note  4,  Page  40. 

On  the  Oedema  oj  the  upper  eyelids 9  which 
fome times  accompanies  the  Ophthalmy . 

The  Ophthalmy  is  fometimes  accompanied  with  aq 
oedema  of  the  upper  eyelid  ;  in  which  c?fe  the  thickne-ft 
•pf  this  part  is  fo  confiderable?  that  the  patient  is  unable  to 
saife  it ;  and  confequently,  fo  long  as  this  continues,  it  i$ 


impoflible  to  obtain  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  ftate  of 
the  eye.  In  fuch  inftances  a  few  pun&ures,  made  with  a 
lancet  on  the  out  fide,  and  near  to  the  edge,  of  the  lid^,  will 
caufe  the  difcharge  of  a  bloody  water,  which  will  greatly, 
and  often  inftantly,  diminifh  its  fize,  and  will  render  the 
application  of  fuitable  remedies  to  the  eye  itfelf  much  more' 
effectual  than  they  could  have  been  before  this  was  done* 

Note  5,  Page  40. 

On  the  removal  of  a  portion  of  the  Tunica  Con - 
junhliva  from  the  infde  of  the  eyelids ,  when 
they  are  everted  and  thickened . 

The  operation  of  removing  a  portion  of  the  Tunics 
Conjun&iva  from  the  infide  of  the  everted  eyelids,  is  not 
only-ufeful  when  theeverfion  is  accompanied  with  an  acute 
Ophthalmy,  but  is  alfo  fometimes  the  only  effe&ual  remedy 
in  thofe  cafes,  which  are  vulgarly  denominated  bleared 
eyes,  where  the  everfion  of  the  lid  is  unconnected  with  any 
confiderable  inflammation,  and.,  from  its  long  continuance, 
may  be  confidered  as  a  chronic  difeafe.  The  only  caution 
neceflary  to  be  attended  to,  by  thofe  who  perform  the  ope~ 
ration,  is  to  avoid  wounding  the  cartilaginous  edge  of  the 
lid,  left  it  leave,  after  the  cure,  a  notch  or  depreflion  on 
,  this  part. 


Note  6,  Page  44. 

On  the  application  of  an  oiled  jilk  cap  over  the 
head  in  particular  cafes  of  this  dif order . 

When  the  Ophthalmy  is  accompanied,  or  when  it 
has  been  preceded,  by  an  eruption  of  puftuies  on  the  hairy 
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part  of  the  head,  (which  circumftances  are  by  no  mean$ 
uncommon  in  children,)  it  will  be  proper  to  (have  the 
head  twice  every  week  ;  and  after  cleaning  it,  morning  and 
evening,  either  with  milk  and  butter,  or  with  foap  and 
water,  to  keep  it  covered  with  an  oiled  filk  cap  ;  which 
fliould  be  applied  each  time  dry  and  warm.  The  cap  pro¬ 
motes  a  copious  perfpiration  from  the  pores  of  the  head  ; 
and  fometimes  occafions  an  increafe  in  the  eruption  of 
puftules.  In  this  way  it  forms  a  powerful  derivation  from 
the  eye,  and  has  frequently  afforded  very  great  afliftgnCv 
in  the  cure  of  the  Ophthalmy.  If  the  eruption  on  the 
head  under  this  treatment  become  fo  confiderable  as  to 
give  trouble,  which  very  rarely  happens,  the  number  of 
puftules  may  be  leffened  by  walking  them  with  the 
expreffed  juice  of  houfeleek,  mixed  with  an  equal  pro-? 
portion  of  cream,  and  afterwards  covering  the  head  with 
2  piece  of  finged  linen  under  the  cap, 

* 

Note  7,  Page  45.. 

On  the  Ophthalmy  oc caponed  by  affedllons  of  th$ 
ftomach  and  bowels ;  -—by  dentition  in  cloth 
dren  > — and  by  decayed  teeth  in  adults  % 

In  confequence  of  the  clofe  fympathy  between  the  cye$ 
and  the  bowels,  when  the  latter  are  loaded  with  filmy  faeces? 
they  not  only  prove  a  nidus  for  worms  of  various  forts,  buf 
occafion,  net  unfrequently,  among  other  fymptoms,  an  in-? 
ftammationof  th§  eyes,  prom  this  circumftance  the  Qph-* 
thalmy  in  children  is  fometimes  incurable  until  a divQ 
purges  are  adminiftered,  thoroughly  to  cleanfe  the  prim?? 
vix  ;  and  for  this  purpofe  J.  do  not  know  any  medicines 
more  effectual  than  a  few  grains  of  Calomel ,  given  at  bed 
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time,  and  ten  or  fifteen  grains  of  Jalap  on  the  following 
morning.  The  dofe  of  thefe  medicines  fhould  be  fuffici- 
eritly  powerful  to  procure  four  or  five  copious  [tools,  and 
it  is  generally  requifite  to  repeat  the  purge  three  or  four 
times,  and  fometimes  oftener,  in  quick  fucceflion.  But  it 
fhould  be  remembered  that  the  objedt  in  adminiftering  fuch 
remedies,  is  to  evacuate  the  morbid  contents  of  the  ftomach 
and  bowels,  and  not  to  debilitate  the  general  fyltem.  Good 
broth,  or  beef  tea,  fhould  therefore  be  given  during  the 
time  of  their  operation;  and  afterwards  preparations  of 
the  peruvian  bark,  or  of  heel  mixed  with  myrrh,  will  be 
found  of  ufe  to  hrengthen  the  general  habit. 

It  fhould  not  be  forgotten  that  an  inflammation  of  the 
eyes  is  likewife  one  of  the  effedls  which  are  fometimes  oc- 
cafioned  in  children  by  difficult  dentition  ;  and  in  cafes  of 
this  kind  neither  internal  nor  external  remedies  can  prove 
effedlual  for  the  cure  of  the  Ophthalmy,  until  the  tenflon 
of  the  gums  be  taken  off  by  thoroughly  dividing  them  down 
to  the  teeth.  In  performing  this  operation,  which  is  beft 
done  with  a  common  gum  fleam,  I  ufually  make  two  in- 
ciflons,  one  perpendicular  to  the  other,  in  order  to  be  more 
fure  that  the  wound  may  not  clofe  afterwards  over  the 
teeth . 

In  perfpns  more  advanced  in  years,  I  have  alfo  fome¬ 
times  feen  art  Ophthalmy  accompanied,  and  perhaps  caufed, 
by  a  decayed  and  painful  tooth  ;  the  removal  of  which  has 
been  neceflary,  before  the  inflammation  of  the.eye  could  be 
abated  f 


Note  8,  Page  49. 

On  the  bejl  mode  of  applying  the  Thebaic 

Tincture . 

If  two  or  three  drops  of  the  Thebaic  Tindlure  ar© 
dropped  at  once  on  the  globe  of  the  eye,  the  pain  they  oc- 
cafion  will  be  confiderably  greater  than  if  they  are  placed 
in  the  inner  angle  of  the  eyelids,  and  made  to  glide  gradually 
6n  the  eye,  by  gently  drawing  down  the  lower  lid.  At  the 
fame  time  that  this  latter  mode  of  applying  the  tin&ure  is 
much  lefs  painful  than  the  former,  I  have  found,  in  a  great 
Variety  of  cafes,  that  it  is  equally  beneficial. 

Note  9,  Page  51. 

On  the  ejjicacy  of  the  Fotus  Capitum  Papaverum^ 
either  alone ,  or  mixed  with  brandy ,  in  pain - 
ful  and  relaxed  cafes  of  the  Ophthalmy . 

It  ought  to  be  remarked,  however,  that  when  the  Opfu 
thalmy  is  accompanied  with  a  violent  pain  either  in  ths 
head,  or  eye,  a  ftrong  deco&ion  of  poppy  heads,  applied  as  a 
fomentation,  has  fometimes  been  joined  with  great  advan¬ 
tage  to  the  ufe  of  the  Thebaic  Tindiure,  and  of  the  other 
remedies  that  are  above  recommended.  If  the  habit  b« 
much  relaxed,  a  fourth  part,  a  third,  or  even  a  half,  of 
brandy,  or  of  fpirit  of  wine,  may  be  added  to  the  fomenta- 
tion  ;  and  after  the  pain  has  been  fomewhat  abated,  com- 

preffes,  wet  with  a  mixture  of  equal  parts  of  brandy,  verjuice,, 
and  water,  and  fometimes  of  brandy  alone,  bound  on  the 

eyes  during  the  night,  have  produced  very  effential  fervice* 

In  a  few  inftances  alfo,  where  there  has  appeared  to  be  a 

C  3  confiderabl© 


iicnfiderable  torpor  in  the  veffels  of  the  Conjun&iva,  I  hive 
known  a  fumigation  of  Eyebright  mixed  with  one  fourth 
part  of  Tobacco  to  afford  very  manifeft  relief, 

Note  to,  Page  53. 

On  the  ufe  of  fnall  dofes  of  Opium  internally  $ 
when  the  eyes  are  irritable *  without  much 
hf animation . 

In  peculiarly  irritable  eyes,  and  efpecially  when  the 
Ophthalmy  is  accompanied  with  a  frequent  fneezing  or 
toughing,  1  have  obferved,  after  the  acute  inflammatory 
fymptoms  have  abated,  that  final!  dofes  of  opiates,  fbch 
fes  two  grains  of  the  Pulvis  Ipecacuanhas  compofitus,  or 
folir  or  five  drops  of  the  Tincfura  Opii,  taken  internally, 
DnOe  or  twice  in  the  day,  have  greatly  contributed  to  re¬ 
move  the  weaknefs  of  this  organ.  During  their  ufe,  coflive- 
tlefs  fhould  be  avoided  by  occafionally  giving  mildly  laxative 
medicines. 

Note  it,  Page  5$. 

On  the  efficacy  of  the  Corrofve  Sublimate  in  thi 
Intermittent  Qpht balmy. 

In  proof  of  the  efficacy  of  Corrofive  Sublimate,  admini- 
flered  internally,  in  cafes  of  the  Ophthalmy  accompanied 
with  violent  pain,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  feventh  cafe  in 
this  Work,  and  to  the  remarks  I  made  on  the  Intermittent 
Ophthalmy,  annexed  to  Obfervations  on  the  Epiphora, &c« 
published  in  1792,  and  printed  for  Dilly  in  the  Poultry. 

I  only  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  by  the  term  Intermittent 
Ophthalmy,  as  above  ufed,  I  do  not  mean,  an  Ophthalmy 

accompa- 


accompanying  a  regular  intermittent  fever*  but  an  Opli* 
thalmy,  the  ufual  fymptoms  of  which  diforder  intermit  and 
return  at  regular  periods.  Inftances  of  the  <  )phtha1my,  ac- 
cofnpaning  a  regular  intermittent  fever,  I  believe  have  rarely 
occurred.  The  following,  however,  is  the  defcription  of  a 
cafe  of  this  kind. 

A  gentleman  put  himfelf  under  my  care  in  July,  1 793?  on 
account  of  a  violent  inflammation  of  the  left  eye,  which  was 
accompained  with  a  fmall  ulceraticn  in  the  Cornea,  and  an 
opacity  in  this  tunic  which  extended  nearly  over  the  whole  of 
the  pupil.  Previous  to  the  attack  of  the  Ophthalmy,  he  had 
had  a  regular  tertain  argue,  which,  after  continuing  a  long 
time,  had  been  cured  by  his  taking  a  large  quantity  of  the  Cor¬ 
tex  Peruvianus.  He  was  fcarcely  recovered  from  the  ague, 
•when  the  Ophthalmy  commenced,  and  it  had  continued  a 
fortnight  before  I  faw  him.  At  this  time  the  inflammation 
was  fo  conliderable,  that  it  appeared  neceftary  to  apply  three 
leeches  to  the  left  temple,  and  afterwards  ablifter,of  the  fize 
of  half  a  crown,  to  the  fame  part.  I  alfofcarified  theinfide 
of  the  eyelids,  feveral  fucceflive  days  with  the  point  of  a  lan¬ 
cet;  after  which,  by  the  application  of  the  Citrine  Ointment 
and  Thebaic  Tindfure,  together  with  common  antiphlogiftic 
remedies,  the  Ophthalmy  was  greatly  diminifhed :  but,  before 
he  was  quite  well,  the  ague  returned  with  its  ufual  violence. 
A  draught  compofed  of  an  ounce  and  ahalfofthe  deco&ion 
of  Peruvian  Bark,  with  a  dram  and  a  half  of  the  tin&ure, 
and  a  dram  of  the  Sal  Catharticus  Amarus  was  now  given 
him  every  fix  hours;  and  after  the  fecondfit,  which  was  more 
violent  than  the  firfl,  a  fcruple  of  the  Red  Bark  was  added 
toevery  dofe  of  the  deco&ion,  ft  ill  joini  ng  with  it  a  dram  of  the 
Sal  Cathart,  Amar.  and  giving  fuch  a  draught  every  three 
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lioiirsinfteaci  of  every  fix.  The  Citrine  Ointment  and  tfi* 


baic  Tinfture  were  daily  applied  to  the  eye  as  before.  Th8 
third  fit  of  the  ague  was  much  lefs  violent  than  the  former  5 


and  the  inflammation  continued  to  dimini (h.  The  fourth  fit 
Was  [till  milder  than  the  third;  and  afterwards  he  had  no  re¬ 
turn  of  it.  The  Ophthalmy  alfo,  by  a  continuance  in  the 
fame  mode  of  treatment,  w^as  prevented  from  returning;  the 
ulceration  of  the  Cornea  Healed  ;  and  the  opacity  of  this 
tunic  decreafed  fo  rapidly,  that  in  a  fhort  time  the  patient 
^recovered  a  very  ufeful  fight. 

Note  12,  Page  60. 

i 

On  opacities  in  the  Cornea  without  preceding  in - 


f animation  ;  with  remarks  on  the  Geron - 
fox  on,  vet  Arcus  Senilis ;  and  on  thofe  cafes , 
m  which  the  Cornea  either  nfiirhes  a  conical 
figure i  or  lefts  pari  of  its  natural  convexity* 


iSfotwithflandmg  the  ufual  caufe  of  an  opacity  of  the 
Cornea  is,  as  has  been  obferved  above,  an  inflammation 
bf  iheeye,  yet  a  fimilar  opacity  has  taken  place,  in  a  few  in* 
flances,  without  any  appearance  of  inflammation  whatfoever. 
|  have  lately  feen  two  cafes  of  this  kind  ;  one  in  a  child 
Who  had  a  marked  fcrophulous  cohliitution  ;  and  the  other 
in  a  young  woman,  who  laboured  under  a  menftrual  cb~ 
flrudion.  In  both  thefe  patients  the  diforder  in  the  eye 
was  accompanied  with  much  general  debility  ;  on  which 
account,  preparations  of  bark  and  flee!  were  admi- 
hiflered  internally  ;  and  with  the  ufe  of  thefe  was 
joined  that  of  Calomel,  half  a  grain  of  which  was  given 
every  night  at  bed  time.  The  chief  local  application^, 

which 


which  were  ufed  were  the  citrine  ointment  and  pow¬ 
dered  fugar.  Blitters  were  occafionally  put  behind  the 
fears  ;  and,  in  the  inttance  of  the  young  woman,  three 
leaches  were  applied  to  the  temple,  once  every  week 
for  a  month.  By  thefe  means,  in  the  latter  cafe  the 
opaque  matter  was  wholly  abforbed  ;  and,  in  the  former, 
its  progrefs  was  flopped,  and  the  fight  preferved. 

It  fhould  here  be  remarked*  alfo,  that  in  elderly  perfons  an 
opacity  not  unfrequently  appeals  round  the  whole  circum¬ 
ference  of  the  Cornea,  without  any  previous  inflammation; 
and  that  the  opacity  fometimes  extends  fo  far  forward  as  to 
leave  very  little  more  thari  the  aperture  of  the  pupilquite  clear. 
This  change  in  the  ftruCture  of  the  Cornea  has  been  defcribed 

by  authors  under  the  name  of  Gerontoxon,  vel  Arcus  Se¬ 
nilis.  It  has  been  the  caufe  of  alarm  to  many ;  but, 
if  it  be  unconnected  with  inflammation  of  the  eye,  I  have 
never  knbwn  it  ferioufly  to  afFed  the  fight.  It  is  therefore 
needlefsto  recommciid  any  remedies  for  it. — In  a  few  in- 
fiances  I  have  known  a  fimilar  opacity  to  take  place  in 
the  Cornea  of  young  perfons ;  and  in  one,  after  the  Arcus  Se¬ 
nilis  had  been  fome  time  formed,  a  flight  Ophthalmy  en- 
fued  ;  in  confequence  of  Which,  the  Opacity  fpread  fo  far 
forward  on  one  fide  of  the  Cornfea,  as  elfentially  to  injure 
vifion.  In  this  cafe,  on  examining  the  eye,  I  perceived 
a  clutter  of  blood  velfels  patting  over  the  Conjunc¬ 
tiva,  and  terminating  in  the  Cornea  on  that  fide  where 

the  opacity  extended  furtheft  over  the  pupil.  I  imme- 

» 

diately  removed  a  portion  of  thefe  vefiels  with  a  curved 
pair  of  fcilfars,  having  firft  raifed  them  with  a  fmall  forceps. 
When  this  was  done,  a  vefiel  was  perceived  which  lay 
deeper  than  the  reft,  and  penetrated  evidently  into  the  fub- 
flance  of  the  Sclerotica.  1  his  ydfel  I  divided  tranfverfeiy 

with 
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with  the  point  of  a  lancet ;  and  a  copious  haemorrhage 
enfued.  The  good  efifedls  of  the  operation  were  imme¬ 
diately  perceived  by  the  patient,  who  at  once  diftinguifhed 
objects  much  more  diftindlly  than  file  had  been  able  to  do 
for  a  confiderabletime  before  ;  and  afterwards,  by  the  ufe 
of  common  antiphlogiftic- remedies,  the  inflammation  was 
foon  fubdued,  and  the  fight  perfectly  reflored. 

Whilft  fpeakingonthe  fubjedt  of  opacities  in  the  Cornea, 
which  come  on  without  any  preceding  Ophthalmy,  it  may 
be  proper  to  obferve,  that  a  fmall  fpeck  fometimes  forms  in 
the  center  of  this  tunic,  without  any  previous  inflammation 
In  thofe  rare  cafes  in  which  the  Cornea  undergoes  a 
change  from  its  round  figure,  and  aflumes  a  conical  or 
fugar-loaf  fhapcr  In  confequence  of  this  alteration  in  the 
figure  of  the  eye,  it  not  only  becomes  myopical,  but  the  rays 
of  light  are  refradted  in  fo  irregular  a  manner,  that  the  fight 
even  of  near  objedls  is  confufed  and  imperfedt.  This 
Is  made  much  worfe  when  a  fpeck  forms  in  its  center. 
The  remedies  above  recommended  for  opacities  of  the 
Cornea  are,  undoubtedly  proper  to  be  ufed  here ;  but 
1  fear  they  will  feldom  he  found  to  avail  much,  fo  long 
&$  the  morbid  projedtion  continues  unfubdued.  For  the 
Cure  of  this  I  have  tried  at  different  times  a  great  variety 
of  remedies.  In  fame  infiances  I  have  pundfured  the  Cor¬ 
fu:#,  and  evacuated  the  aqueous  humour  ;  after  which  by 
the  application  of  thick  comprefles  on  the  outfide  of  the 
eyelids,  I  have  endeavoured  to  counteradl  the  morbid 
propenfity ;  but  when  this  humour  has  been  regenerated, 
which  tifualiy  takes  place  in  a  lhort  fpace  of  time,  the  Cor¬ 
nea  has  always  refumed  its  projecting  figure.  Thegreateft 
relief  I  have  hitherto  given,  has  been  by  the  application  of 
a  few  drops  of  a  ftrong  infufion  of  tobacco ;  by  a  per- 

feverancc. 
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feverance  in  the  ufe  of  which  remedy,  three  or  four 
times  every  day,  the  conical  appearance  of  the  eye 
has,  in  a  few  inftances,  been  certainly  diminifhed,  and 
the  patient’s  fight  greatly  mended. 

As  a  contrail:  to  a  conical  (late  of  the  Cornea,  juft  defcribedj, 
I  beg  leave  to  add,  that  this  tunic  fometimes,  alfo,  lofes 
its  natural  degree  of  Convexity,  and  becomes  morbidly  flat* 
In  cafes  of  this  defcription,  a  moilture  is  conftantly  vifible 
on  the  furface  of  the  Cornea,  which  gives  it  a  dull  lifelefs 
look,  and  inclines  me  to  believe,  that  there  is  an  increafed 
tranfudation  of  the  aqueous  humour  through  its  pores.  In 
fuch  inftances  the  fight  is  neceflanly  very  imperfect :  and, 
iinlike  what  happens  in  the  former  cafes,  they  are  ufually  ac- 
companied  with  a  fmall  degree  of  inflammation,  (but  not 
of  an  acute  or  painful  kind,)  in  that  part  of  the  Tunica  Con¬ 
junctiva,  which  covers  the  globe  of  the  eye*  It  has  been 
found  very  difficult  to  fubdue  this  fpecies  of  the  Ophthalmy ; 
and  fometimes  the  difeafe  has  terminated  in  an  opacity  of 
the  whole  Cornea.  Moderately  aflringent  applications,  to¬ 
gether  with  (lengthening  internal  remedies,  appear  to  me 
to  be  befl  fuited  to  effed  the  cure;  and  for  the  former  of 
thefe  purpofes,  I  would  particularly  recommend  the  follow¬ 
ing  lotion,  which  fhould  be  applied  to  the  eye  with  a  ca* 
metis  hair  pencil  frequently  in  the  courfe  of  the  day, 

R  Aqua  Lythargyn  acetati  guff.  x. 

Spiritus  camphorati  gutt.  xx« 

Pulv.  Aluminis ,  gr.  viij. 

Aqua  Dijlillata ,  ^  iya 
m.  f.  Lotto  Ophthalmka . 


Note 


# 


28 

Note  13,  Page  64* 

On  the  application  of  the  Succus  LaSiucce  fejjilu 

in  the  Chemojis . 

In  a  few  Internees  of  Chemofis,  where  the  fwelling  as 
well  as  the  inflammation  of  the  Conjun&iva  have  been 
eonfiderable,  I  have  found  that,  after  the  free  ufe  of 

evacuations,  the  following  application  has  been  fmgularly 
ferviceable* 

R  FoHorum  interiorum  recentium  Laffuca  fejjilis  uncias  tres9 
Aq*  pur  J'emunciamt 

Maccra  in  Balneo  Maria  per femiharam  ;  tunc  exprimatur 
fuecus ,  cujus  applicetur  paululum  ad  qcu!qs%  et  ad 
palpebrastjape  in  die « 

Note  14,  Page  65. 

On  the  nfe  of  Sugar  in  the  Hypopion 

The  means  above  recommended  to  abate  the  Ophthalmy* 
i'n  cafes  of  the  Hypopion,  ought  iiever  to  be  omitted  ; 
and  in  addition  to  thefe  I  have  remarked,  that  when  the 
matter  contained  in  the  anterior  chamber  of  the  aqueous 
humour  has  been  fmall  in  quantity,  its  abforption  has  been 
promoted  by  dropping  into  the  eye,  once  or  twice  in  tbfc 
courfe  of  the  day,  a  few  grains  of  powdered  fugar. 


On 
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Note  15,  Page  62, 

On  the  XJnguis  vet  Pterygion 0 

It  may  be  expedled  that  I  fhould  fay  fomething  here  on 
the  fubjeT  of  the  Unguis  or  Pterygion  ;  but  this,  I  think 
cannot  properly  be  confidered  as  an  effedt  of  the  Ophthalmyj, 
becaufe,  though  it  occafionally  accompanies  this  diforder* 
it  is[alfo  often  unconnected  with  any  fy  mptoms  of  inflamma¬ 
tion.  It  is  defined  by  authors  to  be  a  vafcular  excrefcence, 
which  ufually  commences  from  an  opaque  point  on  the 
inner  fide  of  the  circumference  of  the  Cornea ;  whence  it 
is  continued  in  a  triangular  fhape  towards  the  internal  angle 
of  the  eyelids.  Sometimes  it  appears  alfo  on  the  outer  fids 

of  the  Cornea ;  and  occafionally,  both  on  the  inner  and 
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outer.  Although  its  commencement  is  ufually  from  a 
point  in  the  circumference  of  this  tunic,  the  opaque  part 
creeps  gradually  forward ;  and  I  have  feen  the  termination  of 
two  excrefcences,  one  on  the  inner  and  the  other  on  the  outer 
Ilde  of  the  Cornea,  meet  exadlly  in  its  center,  and  fo  as 
nearly  to  deftroy  the  fight.  The  Unguis  appears  to  be  occa- 
fioned  by  a  fold  or  puckering  of  the  Tunica  Conjundliva, 
and  not  by  any  adventitious  membrane  formed  on  this  part. 
In  recent  cafes  I  have  not  unfrequently  obtained  a  perfedl 
cure  of  the  diforder  by  applying  a  powder  to  the  eye, 
twice  or  thrice  in  the  day,  compofed  of  one  part  of 
alum,  and  of  three  or  four  parts  of  fugar,  If  it  be 
accompanied  with  an  Gphthalmy,  the  remedies  recorrU 
mended  for  this  diforder  mud  be  joined  with  the  ufe  of 
the  aluminous  powder.  When  it  has  been  of  long  (landing 
and  the  opacity  has  fpread  far  over  the  Cornea,  it  may  be 
jiecdlary  to  remove  a  portion  of  the  folded  ConjundHva  with 
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a  curved  pair  of  fciffars,  (firft  railing  it  with  a  forceps)  in 
order,  by  this  means,  to  cut  off  the  communication  oi  the 
diftended  veffels  with  the  opaque  part  that  injures  vifion. 

Note  1 6,  Page  118. 

On  the  application  of  Sea  water ,  in  chronic  cafes 
of  the  Pj  or opht balmy  and  Op bt balmy  • 

A  diftin&ion  fhould  here  be  made  between  acute  in¬ 
flammations  of  the  eye,  which  are  ufually  accompanied  with 
more  or  lefs  of  pain  and  general  plethora,  and  thofe  flight 
chronic  Ophthalmies  which  are  connected  with  a  fcorbutic 
habit  ot  body,  and  produce  only  a  weaknefs  of  this  organ. 
In  indances  of  the  latter  kind  I  have  known  fea  bathing 
beneficial.  But  even  in  thefe  alfo  it  has  fometimes  difagreed. 
It  is  a  remedy  therefore  that  fhould  be  prefcribed  with 
caution. 

Note  17,  Page  123, 

On  the  XJfe  of  the  Lunar  Caufiic ,  or  of  the  Lapis 
Inf  emails  y  in  deep  ulcerations  on  the  edges 
of  the  eyelids « 

Ir  fhould  be  obferved,that  a  fmall  cartilaginous  ulcer  has 
fometimes  been  formed  on  the  edge  of  the  eyelids,  after  the 
Small  Pox,  which  could  only  be  cured  by  touching  it  re¬ 
peatedly,  for  feveral  days,  either  with  the  Lunar  Caufiic,  or 
Lapis  Infernalis,  in  the  way  recommended  by  St.  Yves,  in 
the  paragraph  quoted,  in  Page  120,  from  his  treatife.  Such 
infiances,  however,  compared  with  common  cafes  of  the 
Pforophthalmy,  which  may  be  relieved  by  the  Unguentum 
Citrinum,  are  extremely  rare,  and  they  are  to  be  confidered 

rather 
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rather  as  exceptions  to  the  ufual  flate  of  this  diforder,  than 
as  examples  of  it0 

Note  1 8,  Page  124. 

On  the  fmall  change  fometimes  made  by  the  P/o - 
ropht balmy  in  the  appearance  of  the  parts 
affected  by  it . 

Although  the  Pforophthalmy,  agreeably  to  the  remark 
above  made,  is  not  unfrequently  accompanied  with  a  greater 
or  lefs  degree  of  inflammation  on  the  globe  of  the  eye,  and 
in  fuch  cafes  appears  to  be  the  primary  caufe  of  the  Oph- 
thalmy,  yet  inflances  continually  occur  in  which  this  difor¬ 
der  exifts  without  producing  the  flighted:  appearance  of  in¬ 
flammation  whatfoever.  I  have  attended  a  very  confi- 
derable  number  of  thefe  ;  and  in  many,  the  only  intimation 
of  the  nature  of  the  complaint  has  been  derived  from  the 
defcription  given  by  the  patients  themfelves.  Whenever 
I  am  informed  that  the  edges  of  the  eyelids  have  a  difpofition, 
be  it  ever  fo  flight,  to  adhere  to  each  other  after  they  have 
been  long  in  contadf,  as  during  the  time  of  fleep,  and  when 
this  is  accompanied  with  an  uncomfortable  fenfe  of  weight 
in  the  lids  on  the  approach  of  night,  inconfequence  whereof' 
the  patient  iuvoluntary  flints  them,  without  being  drowfy, 
and  without  any  particular  flimulus  being  applied  to  the 
eye  to  give  it  pain,  I  always  fufpect  that  the  fecretion  from 
the  ciliary  glands  is  in  a  difeafed  flate  ;  and  in  many  fuch 
cafes  I  have  found  the  fuccefs attending;  the  ufe  of  the  means, 
above  recommended  for  the  cure  of  the  Pforophthalmy, 
to  be  quite  as  effedhial,  as  in  thofe  other  inflances  where 
the  excoriation  and  rednefs  of  the  eyelids  have  been  viable 
on  the  flighted  mfpe&ion* 
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It  may  uot  be  unufeful,  however,  to  add  here,  that  an 
Irritation  of  the  eye,  fomewhat  fimilar  to  that  produced  by 
the  Pforophthalmy,  has  occafionally  been  kept  up,  for  a  con- 
fiderable  length  of  time,  by  the  inverfion  of  a  fmall  nnmber 
of  downy  hairs,  fttuated  near  the  inner  angle  of  the  eyelids, 
and  fometimes  on  the  Caruncula  Lachrymalis  itfelf.  In 
fuch  inftances,  an  acurate  extraction  of  the  offending  hairs 
is  the  foie  mode  by  which  the  irritation  and  weaknefs  of 
fight,  to  which  thefe,  by  their  improper  pofition,  give  i\k9 
£an  effectually  be  removed. 

Jslote  19,  Page  147. 

On  the  advantage  of  fcarifying  the  infde  of  the 
eyelids ,  in  preference  to  the  application  of 
leeches  to  the  temple 7  in  the  purulent  eyes  of 
neve  born  children , 
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Inftead  of  applying  a  leech  to  each  temple,  as  is  above 
recommended,  I  have  lately,  and  I  think  with  more  ad¬ 
vantage,  taken  blood  from  the  infideof  the  eyelids,  by  fcarci=, 
fying  them  with  the  point  of  a  lancet® 


